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Regional Overview 
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The central parts of the region received moderate 

to heavy rains in the period 11-20 March, 2009. 

These areas include Zambia, northern Zimbabwe, 

northern Malawi, south-western Tanzania, 

northern Botswana and central Mozambique. 

There were also some moderate showers in 

Angola, north-eastern Namibia, central parts of 

South Africa, and eastern parts of the Democratic 

Republic of the Congo.  

Swaziland and Lesotho experienced generally dry 

weather in the period under review. There was a 

notable decrease in the southern parts of Angola 

and the northern parts of Namibia and this should 

ease the problem of flooding that is being 

experienced in those areas.  

The rains received in the eastern parts of 

Zimbabwe and central parts of Mozambique 

should help ease moisture stress that had resulted 

from a prolonged dry spell in February. 

Meanwhile, dry weather persisted in southern parts of Mozambique, where crops have suffered 

some moisture stress. 

 

FLOODS Update:  

Angola: Reduced rains in southern parts of the country, including the Cuvelai basin, means that 

the floods were receding and no new flooding had been reported. However, contingency 

measures were still necessary because the rainfall season is still continuing for most parts of the 

country. 

Botswana: The northern parts of the country were facing serious floods following unusually high 

river flow levels along the Kavango and the Chobe rivers. 

Namibia: The floods in the Cuvelai basin were receding following reduced rains upstream. 

However, the focus was shifting to the Zambezi basin, where some heavy rains are still being 

received. Reports from the country indicate that conditions for “extreme flooding” were 

developing along the Kavango, Zambezi and Chobe rivers and communities along these rivers 

had been placed on high alert while contingency plans for flood mitigation and recovery were 

being worked out.  

Zambia: Heavy rains in the western parts of the country have led to extensive flooding, which 

has damaged infrastructure and inundated residential and cropped areas. 
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