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1.  Highlights  

ü The rainfall map indicates that the central, eastern and far -western regions received good rainfall 

totals during the month of November .  

ü Comparing the numbers set by the CEC during September 2009, with the final calculated crop 

figures, the size of the commercial maize crop was estimated 309 200 tons or 2,6% lower than the 

final crop production f igure of 12,05 mill ion tons for the 2008/09 production season.  

ü Projections for the current 2009/10 maize marketing season indicate that South Africa will have a 

surplus of 1,672 million tons of maize at the end of April 2010.  

ü Projections for the coming 2010/11 maize marketing season indicate that South Africa will have a 

surplus of 1,467 million tons of maize at the end of April 201 1. 

ü The expected commercial wheat crop for the 2009 production season is 1,999 million tons, which is 

6,15% less than the 2,130 million tons of last season. 

ü Projections for the previous 2008/09 wheat marketing season indicated that South Africa had a 

surplus of 686 000 tons of wheat at the end of September 2009.  

ü Projections for the current 2009/10 wheat marketing season indicate that South Africa will have a 

surplus of 647 000 tons of wheat at the end of September 20 10.  

ü The headline CPI (for all urban areas) annual inflation rate in October 2009 was lower at 5,9% (i.e. 

the CPI in October 2009 compared with that in October 2008). 

ü The annual percentage change in the PPI was higher at -3,3% in October 2009 (i.e. the PPI in 

October 2009 compared with that in October 2008). 

ü The Monetary Policy Committee announced during its November meeting that it decided to leave 

the repurchase rate unchanged at 7% per annum. 

ü November 2009 tractor sales of 438 units were almost 22% less than the 560 units sold in 

November 2008. 
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2.  Weather  conditions  

2.1  Rainfall for Novem ber  2009  

The rainfall map indicates that the central, eastern and far-western regions received good rainfall totals during 

the month of November, while limited rain fall was received in the Northern Cape as well as large areas of the 

Western and Eastern Cape provinces (Figure 1).  

Figure 1: Total rainfall for Nove mber  2009  

 

Source: ARC: ISCW 

The map for the percentage of normal rainfall for the month of November 2009 (Figure 2) illustrates a significant 

percentage of normal to above-normal rainfall for the southern and western parts of the winter rainfall region as 

well as isolated occurrences in the far -western parts of the summer rainfall region.  The central and eastern parts 

of the country indicate normal to below-normal rainfall occurrences as compared to the long term mean.    

Figure 2: Percentage of normal rainfall for  Novem ber 2009  

 

Source: ARC: ISCW 
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2.2  Level of dams  

Available information on the level of South Africaôs dams on 30 November 2009 indicates that the country has 

approximately 85% of its full supply capacity (FSC) available, which is 9% more than last year.  The provincial 

distribution of South Africaôs water supply (including Lesotho) is contained in Table 1 below. 

Table 1: Level of dams, 30  Novem ber 2009  

Province  

Total FSC  in 

million cubic 

metres  

30 / 11 /2009  
(%)  

Last Year  
(%)  

Eastern Cape 1 803 57 67 

Free State 16 090 91 76 

Gauteng 115 100 100 

KwaZulu-Natal 4 529 79 76 

Lesotho 2 376 81 76 

Limpopo 1 159 73 68 

Mpumalanga 2 527 94 78 

North West 808 75 67 

Northern Cape 143 98 92 

Western Cape 1 843 86 91 

Total  31 39 3 85  76  

Source: Department of Water Affairs 

2.3  Vegetation activity  

The NDVI difference map (Figure 3) for November 2009 as compared to the 12 year long term mean, shows that 

the vegetation activity for the North West, Mpumalanga and Free State provinces, as well as isolated areas of the 

KwaZulu-Natal province are characterized by normal to above-normal vegetation activity , whereas the western 

parts of the country  are mostly characterized by normal vegetation activity.   Most parts of the Eastern Cape 

province, as well as the eastern parts of the Limpopo province reflect below-normal vegetation activity . 

Figure 3: NDVI map for  November  2009 compared to 1 2 year long  term mean   

 

Source: ARC: ISCW 
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3.  Grain production  

3.1  Summer grain crops  

3.1.1  Final  production estimate  of summer crops for the 2008/09  production season  

The CEC released the final area planted and crop production figures of the commercial summer grain crops for 

the 2008/09 production season on 26 November 2009.  

Table 2: Commercial summer crops: Final  production estimate  -  2008/09 produc tion season  

CROP 

Final  
Area planted  

2008/09  

Final   
Crop  

2008/09  

CEC  
Area planted 

2008/09 

CEC 
Final estimate 

2008/09 

Final estimate 
vs  

Final crop 

Ha Tons  Ha Tons % 

(A)  (B)  (C) (D) (D) ÷ ( B) 

Commercial: 

White Maize 1 489  000  6 775  000  1 489 000 6 771 300 -0,05 

Yellow Maize 938  500  5 275 000  938 500 4 969 500 -5,79 

Total maize 2 427  500  12  050 000  2 427 500 11 740 400 -2,57 

Sunflower seed 635  800  801 000  635 800 843 530 +5 ,31 

Soya-beans 237  750  516 000  237 750 509 295 -1,30 

Groundnuts 54  550  99 5 00  54 550 99 135 -0,37 

Sorghum 85  500  276 000  85 500 271 250 -1,90 

Total 3 441 100  13 742 500  3 441 100 13 460 010 +2,1  

The estimated total production figures were revised, using the published figures of the South Africa Grain 

Information Service (SAGIS) of actual deliveries as the basis for the calculation.  The figures from the maize 

utilisation survey to determine on -farm usage and retentions that was conducted by the Department of 

Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries (DAFF) and National Crop Statistics Consortium (NCSC), were added to the 

SAGIS figures to calculate total figures. 

Comparing the numbers set by the CEC during September 2009, with the final calculated crop figures, the size of 

the commercial maize crop was estimated 309 200 tons or 2,6% lo wer than the final crop production figure of 

12,05 million tons.  In the case of commercial soya-beans, groundnuts and sorghum, the CEC has also estimated 

these crops lower by 1,3%, 0,4% and 1,9 %, respectively.  With regard to commercial sunflower seed, th e crop 

was over-estimated by 5,3%.   

The preliminary area planted forecast for summer grain crops for the 2009/10 production season will be released on 21 

January 2010. 

3.2  Winter cereal crops  

The CEC also released the fourth  production forecast of winter cereals for the 2009 production season on 24 

November 2009.  
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Table 3: Winter cereals  ï Fourth  production forecast  ï 2009 production season  

CROP Area planted 

2009 

4th forecast  

2009 

Area planted 

2008 

Final crop 

2008 

Change 

Ha Tons Ha Tons % 

(A) (B) (C) (D) (B) ÷ ( D) 

Wheat 657 500 1 999 000 748 000 2 130 000 -6,15 

Malting barley 74 760 220 620 68 245 192 000 +14,91 

Canola 38 060 45 660 34 000 30 800 +48,25 

Total 770 320 2 265 280 850 245 2 352 800 -3,72 

The area estimate for wheat  is 657 500 ha, which is 12,1% less than the 748  000 ha planted for the previous 

season.  An estimated 315 000 ha or 48% is planted in the Western Cape, 235 000 ha or 36% in the Free State and 

44 000 ha or 7% in the Northern Cape.  

The production forecast of wheat is 1,999 million tons, which is 6,15% less than the 2,130 million tons of last 

season.  The yield for wheat is 3,04 t/ha as against 2,85 t/ha the previous season. The expected production in the 

Western Cape is 756 000 tons, 611 000 tons in the Free State and 281 600 tons in the Northern Cape. 

3.2.1  Other commercial winter crops  

The production forecast for malting barley  is 220 620 tons, which is 14,91% more than the previous seasonsô 

crop of 192 000 tons.  The area planted is estimated at 74  760 ha, an increase of 9,55% compared to the 

previous seasonsô plantings of 68 245 ha.  The yield is 2,95 t/ha as against 2,81 t/ha of the previous season . 

The production forecast for  canola  is 45 660 tons, which is 48,25% more than the 30 800 tons of last season.  

The area estimate for canola is 38 060 ha, which is 11,94% more than last seasonsô plantings of 34 000 ha.  The 

yield is 1,2 t/ha  as against 0,91 t/ha of the previous season. 

The Graph below provides a historic overview of the area planted to and production of commercial whea t.  It is 

evident that although the area planted shows a decreasing trend over time, the production shows an increasing 

trend.  

Graph 1: Area planted to and production of commercial wheat  
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The fifth  production forecast for winter cereals for the 2009 pro duction season will be released on 17 December 2009. 


























