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1.  Highlights  

ü During March 2009, the central and nort hern parts of the summer rainfall area received 

significant rainfall amounts.  

ü Projections for the current 2008/09 marketing season indicate that South Africa will have a 

surplus of 1,928 million tons of maize at the end of April 2009.  

ü Maize exports are projected at 2,190 million tons during the current 2008/09 marketing season.  

ü The expected commercial maize crop for the 2008/09 production season is 11,191 million tons, 

which is 11,88% less than the 12,7 million tons of the previous season. 

ü Projections for the 2009/10 marketing season indicate that South Africa will have a surplus of 

2,245 million tons of maize at the end of April 2010.  

ü Projections for the current 2008/09 marketing season indicate that South Africa will have a 

surplus of 671 000 tons of wheat at the end of September 2009.  

ü The headline CPI (for all urban areas) annual inflation rate in February 2009 was 8,6%. 

ü The annual percentage change in the PPI is lower at 7,3% in February 2009 (i.e. the PPI in 

February 2009 compared with that in February 2008). 

ü The Monetary Policy Committee of the South African Reserve Bank has decided to reduce the 

repurchase rate by 100 basis points to 9,5 per cent per annum with effect from 25 March 2009.  

ü February tractor sales of 762 units were marginally (1,7%) lowe r than the 775 units sold in 

February last year. 
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2.  Weather  conditions  

2.1  Rainfall for March  2009  

According to the South African Weather Service (Figure 1), during March 2009, the central and northern parts 

of the summer rainfall area received significant rainfall amounts, including the KwaZulu-Natal Province.  

However, the winter rainfall areas remained dry during the mentioned period.  

Figure 1: Total rainfall for March  2009  

 
Source: South African Weather Service  

Comparing the rainfall for March 2009 with the long-term mean (Figure 2), it is evident that it was average to 

above-average for the north -eastern parts of the country, but below -average for the central and western parts.  

However, isolated areas in the western parts received normal to above-normal rainfall.  

Figure 2: Percentage of normal rainfall for  March  2009  

 
Source: South African Weather Service 
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2.2  Seasonal rainfall forecast overview for South Africa  

2.2.1. Rainfall Forecast (April  to August  2009)  

Figure 3:  Rainfa ll Forecast (April  to August  2009)  

 
 
April-May-June 

Above-normal rainfall totals are mainly expected over the larger parts of the South -Western Cape, the 

Eastern Cape, KwaZulu-Natal and the Lowveld.  The larger part of the Northern Cape and the eastern 

interior regions are likely to receive below-normal rainfall totals . 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
May-June-July 

It is mostly the western half of the country that is associated with enhanced probabilities for wet 

conditions to occur, with a possibility of wet conditions to also occur over isolated areas over the eastern 

half of the country.  
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June-July-August 

The larger part of the winter rainfall regions may experience above -normal rainfall totals.   

Summary: 

Favourable late autumn rainfall conditions are expected along the southern and south-eastern coastal and 

their adjacent interior regions, as well as over the Lowveld.  During mid-winter, the winter rainfall regions 

may receive above-normal rainfall totals.  

Source: South African Weather Service 

2.3  Level of dams  

Available information on the level of South Africaôs dams on 30 March 2009 indicates that the country has 

approximately 90% of its full supply capacity (FSC) available, which is 3% more than last year.  The provincial 

distribution of South Africaôs water supply (including Lesotho) is contained in Table 1 below. 

Table 1: Level of dams, 30  March  2009  

Province  Total FSC  
30 /0 3/2009  

(%)  

Last Year  

(%)  

Eastern Cape 1 807 67 83 

Free State 16 090 96 90 

Gauteng 115 101 101 

KwaZulu-Natal 4 529 89 89 

Lesotho 2 376 89 90 

Limpopo 1 142 80 80 

Mpumalanga 2 527 96 91 

North West 808 82 78 

Northern Cape 143 101 99 

Western Cape 1 843 60 63 

Total  31 381  90 87  

Source: Department of Water Affairs and Forestry 
Note: FSC is equal to the Full Supply Capacity in million cubic metres.  
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2.4  Vegetation activity  

The NDVI difference map (Figure 4) for March 2009 as compared to the 11 year long-term mean shows that 

the vegetation activity for the central and northern parts of the country, especially in the Free Stat e, North 

West and Limpopo Provinces are characterized by normal to above-normal vegetation activity .  Most parts of 

the Mpumalanga and KwaZulu Natal Provinces reflect normal to below -normal vegetation activity.  The coastal 

regions (i.e. Eastern, Western Cape and eastern part of Limpopo Province) reflect below-normal vegetation 

activity.   

Figure 4: NDVI map for March  2009 compared to 11 year long -term mean  

Source: ARC: ISCW 

 

 


