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22 September 2006
Press Release 

CROP ESTIMATE – MAIZE (2005/06 SEASON)

The Crop Estimates Committee (CEC) released its final estimate for summer crops for the 2005/06 production season on 20 September 2006. 

The estimated production figures for inter alia maize were adjusted, using the published figures of the South African Grain Information Service (SAGIS) of actual deliveries until the end of July 2006 as the basis for the calculation.  Provision was also made for maize still to be delivered from the 2005/06 season, as well as retentions of maize on farms. 

However, a maize utilisation survey to determine the actual quantities of maize that have been retained by producers on their farms and to be delivered at a later stage (irrespective of it being sold or stored), as well as for own and on-farm consumption, will be carried out by the Directorate: Agricultural Statistics of the Department of Agriculture during October/November 2006.  These retentions and consumption on farms will have to be determined and added to the delivery figures of SAGIS in order to calculate the actual size of the total maize crop.
The numbers released by the CEC on 20 September 2006, were based on the following assumptions:

	
	Early deliveries-1)
	Actual deliveries

reported by

SAGIS-2)
	Projected deliveries for the rest of the season
	Projected

on-farm consumption
	Total

estimated

crop

	
	tons

	White maize
	68 926
	2 481 973
	1 292 101
	50 000
	3 893 000

	Yellow maize
	77 252
	1 511 363
	398 785
	400 000
	2 387 400

	Total maize
	146 178
	3 993 336
	1 690 886
	450 000
	6 280 400


-1) February, March and April 2006
-2) May to July 2006

The aim of the CEC is to set the final estimate within 5% of the actual calculated crop. When comparing the figures that were released by the CEC during August (5,990 mill tons), it appears that the CEC had under-estimated the crop, and therefore the latest maize estimate was adjusted upwards.

For further enquiries please contact Rodney Dredge at (012) 319 8454 or Rona Beukes at
(012) 319 8032.  E-mail enquiries can be directed to CDESS@nda.agric.za.
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